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Introducing winemaking regions: Sonoma County

With a long history of winemaking, wide regional diversity with
both coastal and inland vineyards, Sonoma County is home to
numerous premium wine producers.

In the second instalment of our series focusing on wine regions, we’'d like to introduce Sonoma
County. Less than an hour from San Francisco, it has long been a major force in the Californian
wine industry, known for its family run wineries, and wide variety of styles.

1817
1823
1845

1857

1858

1873
1920
1933

1960s

1976

1982
1999

2008

History of wine in Sonoma County

Russian Colonists planted grapes at Fort Ross (Sonoma Coast).
Spanish Franciscans planted several thousand vines at the Sonoma Mission.
Bear Flag Revolt in Sonoma; California becomes independent.

The Hungarian Count Agoston Haraszthy, “The Father of California Wine Industry,”
founded Buena Vista winery in Sonoma Valley. Today known as Buena Vista Carner-
os, it is California’s oldest premium winery.

Gundlach Bundschu Winery founded. It is now California’s oldest family-owned
winery.

Worldwide outbreak of phylloxera.
256 wineries in operation, with more than 8,900 hectares of vineyards.
Repeal of Prohibition. Less than 50 wineries in Sonoma County survive.

With acreage down to 4,800 hectares, a new generation of wineries begins following
a nationwide wine boom. Consumption grows at a 40% rate.

The now-famous “Judgment of Paris” tasting in which California wines trumped their
French counterparts in a blind tasting, winning worldwide credibility and renown for
the state’s wines. The winning white wine, a 1973 Chateau Montelena Chardonnay,
was made primarily from grapes grown in Alexander Valley, Sonoma County.

Sonoma Valley AVA designated, the first in Sonoma County.

Over 20,000 hectares of vineyards owned by more than 750 growers and 180
bonded wineries.

Sonoma County is now home to 15 AVAs, more than 350 wineries, 24,000 hectares
of vineyards, and 1,800 growers.

Source: sonomawine.com

oars Porter Creek o057
90,1_9_;_.. Old Vine Chardonnay '11 9027
'EISE.’" Region:Russian River Valley, Sonoma, CA * ﬁ?
\J RRP¥5,000

Made from fruit grown under contract in two 30-year-old vineyards
in the Russian River neighbourhood, this is a firm, focused and pure
wine, with taut acid, elegance and strength. Much like its maker
Alex Davis, a man of few words but very focused in his work.

The Terrain

Sonoma County is an elongated region running
north-south, bounded by Mendocino County in
the north, Marin County in the south, the Pacific
Ocean to the west and the Mayacamas
Mountains and Napa Valley to the east. It was
formed about 2 million years ago when the
Mayacamas Mountains erupted and deposited
the lava and volcanic ash which shape the
regions that we know today as Sonoma and
Napa Counties.

The Climate

Hot in the summer with a dry typically Mediter-
ranean climate, most rain falls in winter when
temperatures can drop to 5 degrees C or lower.
The average annual rainfall is 778 millimetres.
The climate is dramatically different between
the hot inland valleys and the Pacific coast
which is moderated by the cold Alaska current
flowing south. The large temperature variations
between morning, day and night, altitude and
local microclimates, enable Sonoma County to
support many different varietals and wine
styles, from cool climate whites through to heat
seeking reds.

The Soil

The soils of the Sonoma Valley are varied, with
a wide difference between valley floor and
mountain soils. In flatter valley areas the soils
tend to be quite fertile, loamy and have better
water-retention. At higher elevations the soils
are meagre, rocky and well-drained. In general,
the structure rather than the composition of the
soil holds the key to where grapes are planted.

gy

MacPhail
Pratt Vineyard Pinot Noir '10
Region: Sonoma Coast, CA

RRP¥7,800

Handcrafted by James MacPhail, this is a limited release, single
vineyard Pinot. The fruit is from the Pratt Vineyard, in Sebastopol
on the Sonoma Coast, located at an altitude of 300m and just
16km from the Pacific Ocean. The aromas and flavours meld
cherries, red plums, Asian spices and cinnamon. Silky and elegant,
a lovely wine to drink now.
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Sonoma County AVAs

There. are.currently. 15 certified. AVAs.in.Sonoma
County. Here we introduce 5 AVAs that are home
to major producers including wineries we
represent at Village Cellars.

Sonoma Coast (map #1)

Vineyards: 4800 ha.; Wineries: 7; AVA certifica-
tion: 1987

A long appellation running north to south from
Mendocino County to San Pablo Bay, it is known
for its cool climate and high rainfall relative to
the rest of Sonoma County. Close to the Pacific,
it is still warm enough to ripen grapes because
most vineyards are above the fog line. Pinot
Noir and Chardonnay shine, along with cool
climate Syrah.

VC producers: MacPhail (Hess Group)

Dry Creek Valley (map #2)

Vineyards: 4,000 ha.; Wineries: 58; AVA certifi-
cation: 1983

A small AVA, running 25 km north to south but
just 3km wide, its winemaking roots go back
over 130 years. Fog flowing in from the Pacific
Ocean cools the mornings, while warm dry air
from inland push through in the afternoon.
Zinfandel is the flagship wine produced in the
stony soils of this district.

VC producers: Bella Vineyards

Alexander Valley (map #3)
Vineyards: 6,000 ha.; Wineries: 42; AVA certifi-
cation: 1984

Almost as warm as Knights Valley, the valley
floor of Alexander Valley has gravelly soil that
produces some of the county’s richest Cabernet
Sauvignon, along with flavourful ripe Chardon-
nay. The Valley’'s hillsides produce complex and
concentrated Zinfandel, Merlot, and Cabernet
Sauvignon.

VC producers: Souverain, Medlock Ames

Russian River Valley (map #6)

Vineyards: 6,000 ha.; Wineries: 70; AVA certification:
1983

Located in the center of Sonoma County, this
large rectangular AVA is influenced by the
regular intrusion of cooling fog from the Pacific
Ocean, ebbing and flowing through the Petaluma
Wind Gap and the channel cut by the Russian
River through the coastal hills. The cool climate
and gravelly soils make it a great place for
growing premium Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.
VC producers: Porter Creek, Su'skol (Hess
Collection)

Carneros (map #9)

Vineyards: 8,000 ha.; Wineries: 22; AVA
certification: 1983

Los Carneros - ‘The Ram’ in Spanish - was long
a prosperous sheep farming area (hence the
name). It spans the last, low hills of the Mayaca-
mas Mountains straddling the southern end of
both Sonoma County and Napa. It receives
cooling afternoon sea breezes and fog from San
Pablo Bay, ideal for producing cool climate Pinot
Noir, Chardonnay and sparkling wines.

VC producers: Etude, McKenzie-Mueller

Sonoma Wine Routes

Sonoma has a lot of wineries and a rich natural
history, so there are plenty of options for explor-
ing. Here are three suggested wine routes, each
focusing on a particular wine varietal.

* Pinot Noir Route: Russian River Valley
From San Francisco, Pinot Noir lovers should exit
HWY101 at Cotati and head north on HWY116W.
There are numerous premium Pinot Noir and
Chardonnay wineries densely packed between
Sebastopol and Forestville. Drive further north
across Russian River, and on Westside Road you
will find even more premium boutique wineries.
In this area, you can feel as if you dropped into a
country town in Burgundy.

* Cabernet Route:

Leaving the Napa Valley at Callistoga, take
HWY128 and head west. This is a beautiful
wine road that doesn't get as much traffic as
other parts of Sonoma. Once into the Knights
Valley you'll find Cabernet vineyards spread out
on both sides of the road continuing through to
the Alexander Valley.

* Zinfandel Route: Dry Creek Valley

Starting at Healdsburg in northern Sonoma,
drive north on Dry Creek Road. You'll find
wineries that specialize in Zinfandel concentrated
in a zone after you pass Lytton Springs Road on
the right and Lambert Bridge Road on the left.
Any of them are great for tasting Zinfandel.

Stylish Healdsburg town

In contrast to Santa Rosa which is the commercial center
of Sonoma, Healdsburg is a small town in the middle of
wine country that has become a center for Sonoma wine
tourism. For a small town it has an excellent selection of
restaurants, bars, gourmet shops and boutiques, as well
as stylish lodges and hotels.

Recommended restaurants in Healdsburg
*SHED

Housed in a modern two-storey, barn-style building that
opened in 2013, SHED is a café, meeting place and
marketplace that sells local foods, cookware and garden
tools. The highlight is a fermentation bar with wine and
kombucha. Manager Kenny Rockford previously worked
at Medlock Ames.

*Zin Restaurant & Wine Bar

Short for Zinfandel, the wine bar features a wide variety
of Zinfandels among other wines, many of which are
unavailable in Japan. The menu offers a mix of classic
American fare and original creations using simple fresh
local ingredients.

*Dry Creek Kitchen

Award-winning restaurant in the Hotel Healdsburg close
to the town’s Spanish-style plaza. The spacious, relaxing
country-style kitchen sources and showcase local
ingredients in its sophisticated cuisine. It's even more
enjoyable if you stay at the boutique hotel.

cope Bella Vineyards
9010  pry Creek Valley Zinfandel '10

ey L
.-.“D-“g,“i Region: Dry Creek Valley, Sonoma, CA

RRP¥4,000

Classic Zinfandel from Dry Creek Valley, this is Bella Vineyards
cuvee-quality Zin. Aromas and flavours of raspberry and plum, with
savoury spice undertones and pleasant acidity. Excellent with a

simple piece of high-quality grilled meat.

cobE Souverain

8530  cabernet Sauvignon
~%" Winemaker's Reserve (1500ml) '05
6 Region: Alexander Valley, Sonoma, CA

RRP¥8,000

The reserve is made from select fruit from Souverain‘s hillside
vineyards, and bottled in a limited edition wine. Classic aromas of
blackberry, boysenberry, bittersweet chocolate, together with
cassis, cedar, espresso and tobacco. Ages slowly in a magnum
bottle so looks good for years to come. Just 72 magnums available.

limited
release

All wines are 750ml unless otherwise specified. Prices do not include Consumption Tax. ”’S” before the vintage signifies Screw Cap. RRP= Recommended Retail Price.
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